
language: the words and sounds people use to share thoughts, feelings, and ideas
homeland: the country or place where you or your family are from
fragile: easy to break, tear, or hurt
souvenir: something you keep to help you remember a special place or experience
strange: something you don’t know or haven’t experienced before
wrinkle: to scrunch up your nose at a bad smell
kimchi: a Korean food made from seasoned vegetables, like cabbage
steel: a strong, hard metal used to make things like buildings and tools
fabulous: really wonderful, amazing, or great

Look at the cover and discuss the
setting and what you think the title may
mean. 
Have you ever been somewhere and felt
like you didn’t belong? If not, what could
you do to help a new friend or classmate
feel welcome.
Think about something that makes you
and your family special. Discuss the
foods you love, traditions, songs you
sing, holidays you celebrate, and things
you enjoy doing together.

Have you ever felt different from everyone
around you? It is the start of a new school
year and Angelina and several of her
classmates worry they don’t belong
because they have different experiences,
traditions, foods, and even languages. As
each child shares their own stories of who
they are, their interests, and things they’ve
done over the summer, Angelina realizes
that sharing our experiences can help us
discover connections and how much we
actually have in common. 
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Book Summary Before Reading the Story

Target Vocabulary



During the Story

Read the book aloud with the
pictures facing your child.
Make predictions about the story
based on the pictures. 
Provide definitions and connections
for any of the target vocabulary
words that may be unfamiliar. 
Have your child repeat the words that
they do not know. 
Relate the details in the story to
events and experiences in your
everyday life. 
Ask questions throughout the story to
help your child understand what’s
being read. 

After Reading the Story

Have your child re-read the book in their
own words using the illustrations.
How did Angelina feel at the beginning of
the story? How did her feelings change
by the end of the school day?
Imagine a new child just entered your
classroom. Make a list of things you
could do or say to make them feel
welcome.
Create a family or classroom quilt using
paper “quilt squares.” Draw things on the
squares that make each person who they
are like foods they love, hobbies, favorite
toys, important places, people they love,
and more. Glue all of the squares
together to make a colorful quilt.

Example Questions to Ask

Have you ever been somewhere and felt like you didn’t belong. Tell me about a
time you felt left out. 
What are some of the souvenirs the classmates brought back from their summer
travels? 
How do you think Angelina felt when she heard everyone talking about what they
did over the summer?
What is the most popular food eaten in the world? Do you like to eat this food?
Angelina loves to go to the library. Where are some places you love to visit?
Discuss how you think the children feel when they discover they have some things
in common at the end of the book.
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