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Rocket Says Clean Up by Nathan Bryon

Book Summary Before Reading the Story
Rocket is a brave and caring girl who goes ¢ Look at the cover and title. What do
on vacation to visit her grandparents in you see on the cover page? What do
Jamaica. She loves the ocean and all the you notice is in the ocean wave that
animals that live in it, but there are plastic Rocket is riding on? What do you

think this book will be about?
 Flip through the pages and focus on
the pictures. Discuss what you see

Join Rocket along with her friend and happening, the characters’ emotions,

other beach goers as they help clean up and the setting.
the beach e Have you ever helped to clean up a

beach or park?

bottles, bags, and other litter that can hurt
sea animals. Rocket decides to take action!

Target Vocabulary

vacation: a special time when you take a break from school or work to relax and have
fun; you might visit a new place, family or stay home and do fun things

packing: putting things like clothes, toys, or snacks into a bag or suitcase to go on a
trip

arrive: to get to the place you are going

tours: special trips where someone shows you around a place and tells you fun or
interesting things about it

sanctuary: a safe place where animals or people are protected and cared for
rescued: someone or something was saved from danger or trouble

surf: to ride on ocean waves using a special board called a surfboard

ruining: messing something up or making it not good anymore

crew: A group of people who work together to do a job
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e Read the book aloud with the
pictures facing your child.

* Make predictions about the story
based on the pictures.

» Provide definitions and connections
for any of the target vocabulary
words that may be unfamiliar.

e Have your child repeat the words
that they do not know.

e Relate the details in the story to
events and experiences in your
everyday life.

e Ask questions throughout the story
to help your child understand what’s
being read.

Example Questions to Ask

e Have your child re-read the book in

their own words using the
illustrations.

Flip through the pages and focus on
the pictures. Discuss what you see
happening and the characters’
emotions.

Tell me about a place you love to
visit? How would you feel if it was
ruined?

Is there a local park, nearby beach,
lake or area in your neighborhood
where you can help clean up? What
are some supplies you would need?

e Why is Rocket excited? Where do you think she is going? Have you ever been so

excited you can’t sleep?

e How do you think Rocket feels when she sees her grandparents? How do you feel
when you see a family member or friend that you have not seen in a long time?

e Have you ever surfed? What was it like or what do you think it would be like?

e What happened to the baby turtle that washed up on shore? How do they help the

baby turtle?

e Why is plastic a problem on the island? How is it affecting the animals?
e Tell me about a time you noticed a problem and tried to fix it.




