
machine:  something made by people to help them do work or tasks more easily
ramp: a flat and slanted surface that helps people or things go up or down more
easily
concentrating: paying close attention to something
inventors: people who think of new ideas and create things that have never been
made before
creativity: when you use your imagination to make new things, ideas, or art
engineers:  people who use science and math to design and build things like
buildings, bridges, and machines
frustrated: feeling upset because something is hard to do

Look at the cover of the story and
make predictions about what the book
will be about. 
Flip through the pages and focus on
the pictures. Discuss what you see
happening, the characters’ emotions,
and the setting.
Have you tried to do or make
something really challenging? How did
you feel? What did you do to overcome
your obstacles?

Jabari wants to build a flying machine. As
he embarks on this project he is feeling
confident that it will be easy. Will
building a flying machine really be easy
or will it prove to be a challenging task?

Follow Jabari’s story as he faces
challenges, frustration, and feelings he
did not expect. See how his dad helps
him work through his frustration and
how he finds inspiration in an
unexpected place.
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During the Story

Read the book aloud with the
pictures facing your child.
Make predictions about the story
based on the pictures. 
Provide definitions and connections
for any of the target vocabulary
words that may be unfamiliar. 
Have your child repeat the words
that they do not know. 
Relate the details in the story to
events and experiences in your
everyday life. 
Ask questions throughout the story
to help your child understand what’s
being read. 

After Reading the Story

Have your child re-read the book in
their own words using the
illustrations.
Flip through the pages and focus on
the pictures. Discuss what you see
happening and the characters’
emotions. Have you ever felt the way
Jabari felt? What did you do? What
could you try next time you feel
frustrated or upset?
What strategies did Jabari use to help
him solve his problems and manage
his feelings?

Example Questions to Ask

What is Jabari planning on making today? Do you think it will be easy or hard?
What happened to Jabari’s machine?
How do inventors, engineers and scientists work to solve problems?
What does Jabari do to solve his problem?
Do you think Nika will make a good partner for Jabari?
What does dad do when he is feeling frustrated? Do you think this will help Jabari?
Tell me about a time you helped a friend.
How does Jabari feel after he built his machine?

 


